
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“A Child of God”
1 John 2:28-3:10

Main Point: Children of God are identified by the way they live for God and love one another.

FACTS about becoming and being a child of God:
God calls you to abide in Jesus, living for Him as you eagerly wait for His return 
(2:28-29).
In 1 Jn. 2:28-29, John repeats the command to “abide in him,” referring to Jesus Christ and His 
gospel. John goes on to point out a major benefit and a major result of abiding in Jesus. First, 
after commanding believers to abide in Jesus, John points out that a result of abiding is an 
assurance of salvation. Abiding in Jesus gives believers confidence in Jesus and assurance of 
forgiveness that’s needed to take away guilt and shame before Jesus. Additionally, John makes 
the logical point that if someone has been born again through Jesus, then their new life in Jesus 
Christ will be a life that imitates Jesus. Just as righteousness -- right relationship with God and 
right living for God -- characterized the life of Jesus, righteousness should also characterize the 
lives of those who have been born again through Jesus.
1. How did you abide or continue in Jesus in your life this past week? What will you do to 

continue in Jesus this coming week?
2. Discuss the benefit that John points to of a confidence and a freedom from shame before 

Jesus for those who are abiding in Him. Do you have these things in your life? Discuss what 
they are, and why the gospel gives us confidence and freedom from shame before the Lord.

3. Discuss the result that John points to of practicing righteousness. What does this mean? 
What does this look like in our lives? How can you encourage and pray for one another?

In love, God makes you His child through faith in Jesus (3:1-3).
- Rejection by the world is a result of becoming a child of God (1).
- This side of heaven, growing in maturity is a part of life as a child of God (2).
- Faith is the foundation of righteousness through Jesus as a child of God (3).
Considering the grace and adoption that believers receive through Jesus, John reflects on the 
indescribable love of God that’s given to us through the gospel. Importantly, John points out that 
this adoption as children of God isn’t just something that’s said, but adoption as a child of God is 
a reality. It’s who we are as believers! While this is amazing and wonderful news, it’s also news 
that has implications for the life of a believer today. Just as the world didn’t know Jesus, if a 
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believer is given new life -- reborn life -- as a child of God, then the world won’t know believers 
either! But that’s okay, because believers are children of God who should be continually growing 
and maturing to look more like God. In fact, this is the goal and the final result of life in Jesus! 
One day, when Jesus Christ returns, believers will be glorified in Him and will be like Him! This 
good news is grounded in faith. The work of purifying the life of a believer in the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ is a work of faith. John presents this truth in verse three when he states that the 
purifying work of God in the life of a follower of Jesus happens when the follower “hopes in 
Him.”
1. God’s Word makes it clear that followers of Jesus should expect the same reaction from the 

world that Jesus received. Do you think the church accepts this reality? Do you? Why, or why 
not? 

2. In what ways is God growing you in maturity in your life in Jesus? Take time to share and to 
discuss specific ways that you can respond to God’s work in your life. Divide into groups of 
two or three and spend time praying for one another.

3. Discuss the importance of the truth in verse 3. Also, discuss God’s love in making us His 
children through faith. Who needs to hear about God’s love this week? Commit to tell them!

God makes it clear that being His child is evident -- or not -- in the way you live your life 
(3:4-10).
- Consistent sinning reveals someone who isn’t abiding in Jesus (4-9).
- Consistent righteousness reveals someone who is abiding in Jesus (4-9).
- Practicing righteousness and loving other believers is the evidence of new life in Jesus (10).
In the simplest of terms, John told the believers that the evidence of their new life in Jesus 
Christ could be easily seen in whether or not they were living their lives for Jesus Christ. In other 
words, if you are a child of God, then you’ll act like a child of God. If you’ve truly been born 
again through faith in Jesus Christ, then you’ll live like you have new life in Jesus Christ. In fact, 
God’s Word makes it clear that believers who have the presence of God in their lives can’t 
simply go on sinning! This doesn’t mean that a believer can never sin, but it does mean that a 
true believer can’t live in unrecognized, unrepentant sin. An individual living in sin reveals by 
their actions in life that they are not a child of God, while an individual practicing righteousness 
reveals by their life that they are a child of God. To boil it down to the real substance of the 
matter, God’s Word puts it this way: If you’re a child of God, then your life will reveal your 
identity in Jesus through your life that’s lived for God and that loves other believers.
1. These verses seem so self-evident, so why are they a common reminder in scripture? Why do 

you think John takes so much time to state and re-state the simple truth that your life reveals 
your faith?

2. What is the right way to deal with someone in the church who is living in sin? What Scripture 
gives us clear guidelines? Discuss, and discuss how your small group should practice?

3. What does practicing righteousness look like? Make sure that your definition is based on 
Scripture and not on opinion. Share, and discuss.

4. Why do you think God’s Word connects practicing righteousness with loving other believers? 
Why is loving other believers so important to God? How do small groups play a critical role in 
helping believers love each other well? Is there someone you know who isn’t in a small 
group? Will you invite them and encourage them with your testimony connected to love?
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